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OCCASION? Eleventh Annual Dinner 
Meeting and ELection 
of Officers. 

SPEAKER? Mr. Robert D. Garton 

DATEs Saturday nighty December 

6th., 1969 at 6s 00 P.M., 
Greensburg Time. 

PLACEs Presbyterian Church 

N.E. corner Public Square, 
Greensburg, Indiana. 
Entrance on Washington 
Street . 

Mr. Garton is President of Robert 
Garton Associates, a management 
consulting firm in Columbus, Ind. 
A gifted speaker of national acclaim, 
perhaps the greatest honor bestowed 
on him to date, is that he is current- 
ly listed in the 1969 editions of 
"Outstanding Young Men in America". 
Mr. Garton 1 s subject will be - 
"AN INFLUENCE CALLED INDIANA" . 
A native of Iowa, Indiana is proud 
to claim him, as the membership will 
attest after hearing him. 



RESERVATIONS 

If you have not already been con- 
tacted, please call Mrs. Forrest 
McCardle (662-5U32) by Tuesday, 
December 2nd. if you plan to attend 
the dinner. Tickets are $2.00 each, 
payable at the door. 

EVERYBODY IS WELCOME'. 



YOUR COUNTY 



DECATUR COUNTY* organized in 1821, was named after 
the gallant Commodore Stephen Decatur. It is bounded 
north by Rush, east by Franklin and Ripley, south by 
Jennings, and west by Bartholomew and Shelby, and it 
contains hOO square miles. It is divided into nine town- 
ships, Washington, Fugit, Clinton, Adams, Clay, Jack- 
son, Sand Creek, Marion and Salt Creek. The popula- 
tion in 1830 was 5,85U, in 181*0 15,553, and at this time 
about 19,000. 

There are no barrens or prairie lands in the countyj 
the face of the country is mostly level, with gentle un- 
dulations, though on some of the streams it is hillys the 
bottoms are rich, though smalls the soil of the upland is 
generally a rich, black loam, and the timber consists 
principally of ash, poplar, walnut, sugar tree, oak and 
beech.^ Along the east and south line of the county 
there is some flat, wet land,, good for grass, but not 
adapted to grain. The manufacturing establishments 
and mechanical trades of the county are merely suffi- 
cient for home consumption. The staple productions for 
export are hogs, cattle, horses, mules and wheat, and 
they are estimated to amount to $150,000 annually. 
There are in the county thirty-eight stores and groceries, 
twenty grist mills, twenty saw mills, one woolen fac- 
tory, of which all but six are propelled by water, twelve 
lawyers, twenty- three physicians and twenty ministers 
of the gospel. The County Seminary, at Greensburgh, 
is in a prosperous condition with about seventy-five pu- 
pils, and the common school system is in moderately suc- 
cessful operation throughout the county. The following 
is the number of churches of the various denominations % 
four Old School, two New School and one Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian, ten Baptist, ten Methodist, four 
Christian and one Catholic. The county of Decatur and 
its inhabitants, without making any special parade as to 
literature, morals, or enterprise, may be said to be self- 
sharpeners, steadily progressing in a variety of ways, and 
not inferior in respectability to any part of the State. 

The taxable land in the county amounts to 22k>§k7 acres 
and only between 500 and 1,000 acres still belong to the 
United States. 



INDIANA GAZETTEER 



MEMORIES OF MILLHOUSEN 



At the turn of the century Millhousen was a booraing little 
town as compared to now. There were k general stores*, a harness 
shop where my uncle made complete sets of harness,, a tannery, 
saw mill, flour mill, shingle factory and U saloons - being 
a German settlement most everybody drank beer. Herbert & Rohrs 
owned the saw mill, the flour mill, the tannery and the shingle 
mill. Grandfather Herbert cut the shingles - they were poplar 
shingles and I bunched them as they came from the machine. 
Another of my chores was to pump the tan bark brine from one 
tank to another at the tannery. There were also 2 blacksmiths. 
My grandfather Johann Scheidler was a blacksmith and wagon-maker - 
who taught his son George the trade. They made wagons from 
scratch and also turned out hubs for buggies, surreys and light 
spring wagons... I often think of Millhousen as being one big 
family, where everybody helped each other when extra help was 
needed. Nearly every family butchered their own pork and how 
I loved butchering day! Again it was a boys chore to help stuff 
the sausage and cut the lard. Too, we would go to the woods 
and gather hickory bark to smoke the meat.... Back in those days 
there was no electricity - all that one could see was a dim 
coal oil light burning in the house, or someone carrying a 
lantern to the barn.... Dr. Glass owned the first automobile - a 
Brush I am sure. My, what an event it was when Dr. Glass wheezed 
into town!.... My sister Mrs. Edward Luken still lives in the 
old home place. I left Millhousen in the spring of 1913. I was 
19 years old when I went to Illinois to work. Except for re- 
turning in 1922 to be married, the next U3 years were spent in 
Illinois as a mail-carrier. I came back to Greensburg in 1956.... 
I often think what a wonderful and peaceful world this would be 
if everyone could live like the people of Millhousen lived back 
in those days. My early teenage days were happy ones and I thank 
God that I was born there. 



Clem Scheidler 



\ 



THE DISFLAY - A traditional part of the Dinner Meeting, members are 
asked to bring their old pictures. These can be old street scenes , 
early automobiles, trains and stations, school groups, floods, street 
fairs , early farm scenes and the like. Some one has said that a 
picture is worth a thousand words. All members are urged to bring 
an old picture. 



SOMETHING OF VALUE - A Cincinnati book store offers Father 
Riebenthaler's A CENTURY OF CATHOLICITY IN M3XLH0USEN, INDIANA for 
sale at $6.00. Published in 193ii, this little volume of 63 pages 
is a worthwhile addition to our growing library. We are pleased 
to have a copy, thanks to Father Riebenthaler. 



CRUM-CRBME FAMILY - Mrs. Amanda Sefton might write Mrs. Everett 
Huntzinger, RFD 1, Box 57, Pendleton, Indiana ij606U for informa- 
tion on the Crum-Crume faiiiily. 



THE LAST MEETING 

Some 35 members and guests journeyed to Jennings county, 
Sunday, October 12th. for the fall field trip. They were greeted 
at the court house in Vernon by Mr. Homer Dell, the local 
historian and a member of the Jennings County Historical Society. 
The speaker related that the court house, the third of its kind, 
was built in 1859 o Materials were locally burnt brick, locally 
quarried sand stone with an imported roof of kO lb. tern (Shglish 
tin) which is still on the building. The Old Tavern, an inn and 
stage coach stop, built in 1838 still stands at the Northwest 
corner of the public square. It is now occupied as an antique 
shop 5 museum and art center. The Old Tunnel Mill off limits 
due to the recent rains, was built prior to 1839 as a depot for 
the original Madison & Indpls. Ifr. There are a number of 
"firsts" in this section of Jennings county. Among them-the 
first railroad and the first railroad overpass - there in 
Vernon to be seen - a brick lined structure still sturdy after 
these 132 years. Vernon had the first all women jury as well 
as "the first public playground in Indiana. John Vawter was 
the first settler in Vernon, this about l8l5. The trek con- 
tinued to historic Paris lh miles distant from Vernon. John 
Hunt Morgan's raiders passed through Paris in 1863. Settled 
about 1800, a plank road was later built to Madison 19 miles 
away. Paris was originally located in Jefferson county but due 
to a shift in county lines as was so often the case, it is now 
located in Jennings county. Paris Crossing some few miles 
away came into being when the B. & 0. Ry. was built from North 
Vernon to Jef f ersonville . The day 1 s festivities ended at 
Muscatatuck Park with delicious refreshments of tea rings and 
apple cider. 



Members can still qualify as EARLY BIRDS by paying their 
1970 dues at the dinner meeting. There has been no increase 
in prices - one dollar as usual'. 



* WITH ALL BEST WISHES * 

* FOR * 

Sri Fran * THE HOLIDAYS 

Mrs, Paul tm 

Mrs. Geo, * AND * 

Mrs] For * THE NEW YEAR! * 
Mrs. Ray 

Mrs. Ch2 ******** 
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Greensburg, Indaa na^ • • October 4 , 1965 



NEW MEMBERS - WELCOME* 

Dr. Roy H. Benke - Indpls. 
Mrs. Roy B. 3enke - Indpls. 
Mrs. Ruth Hyce Burton - North 

Manchester, Indiana 
Edward 3. McKee - Rochester ,M.Y. 
John L. McKee - Summit, N.J. 
Jack Lines - Yakima, Wash. 
Mrs. Frank Gavin - San Dieeo, 

Calif. 

Mrs. Cecil W. Mann - Svlva, 
NiC # 

Mrs. Amanda Sefton - Manchester, 
Mo. 614 

* * * 

President W. P. McCardle 

1st V.P Mrs. Dan Baldwin 

2nd V.* ..Charles Osburn 

Corr. Secy. Mrs. Van Batterton 

525 N. Broadway 

Greensburg, Ind. 
Rec. Secy... Mrs. Dorothy D. Doles 
303 E. Central Ave. 

Greensburg, Ind. 
Treasurer Miss Alpha Thackery 



OCCASION: Pall Tour 
DATE: 



PLACE: 



Sunday afternoon, Oct 12. 
1969 

Jennings County Court hou 
Vernon, Indiana at 2 3? f M 



PROGRAM: Historic Vernon - 
Tunnel Mill - 
Grave of Wilbur Shaw - 
Bfettle of Finney 1 s Ford • 
North American House - 
J.M. & I. Ry. ^ 
B h G Depot - 
Ant i cue Shops - Museum 

Mr. Homer Dell, historian 
aiid member of Jennings O 
Historical Society will 
speak. 



Ref reshmentsi i i 
BRING YOUR WALKING SHOES 
SEE MAP ATTACHED. 
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME i i 



It was George Gary Eggleston who told about the man from the East 
who asked about routes to various points in and beyond Indiana: 

"If I want to go to Indianapolis, what road do I take?" 
he asked. 

"Why, ycu go to Napoleon, and take the road northwest." 
"If I want to go to Madison?" 

"Go to Napoleon, and take the road wouthwest." 
"Suppose I want to go to St. Louis?" 

f, Wby, you go to Napoleon, and take the ... road west." 
....At last the man asked in despair: 
"Well now, stranger, suppose I wanted to go to K...? n 
The .... (Hoosier) ^lnswered without a moment's hesita- 
tion, "Oh, in. that case, just go to Napoleon, and stay 
there." 



George C. Bggl est on-ftBCGLLECT It NS CP a VARIED LIFE 
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TERRIBLE SWIFT SWORD by Bruce Cat ton, page 411 

"(Confederate General) Bragg also was driving north, and Buell's men 
marched hare in a vain effort to overtake him. Bragg came up thirty 
miles east of Bowling Green, which had marked the center of Albert 
Sidney Johnston's line just a year earlier, and at Munfordville, where 
the railroad to Louisville crossed the Green River, he struck a Federal 
strong point held by 4000 men under Colonel John T. Wilder, who until 
recently had been an unassuming Indiana business man and who now was 
about to add a strange little footnote to the story of the Civil War. 

"Bragg 1 s advance guard attacked the fortifications twice and was re- 
pulsed with moderate loss. Then Bragg brought up the rest of his army 
and sent in a demand for surrender, pointing out that the Federals were 
surrounded and that their case was hopeless. Through the Confederate 
lines that night came a flag of truce and a Yankee of ficer-- Colonel ■ 
Wilder in ^person, seeking a" conference with Major General Buckner, who 
led a division in Hardee's corps. In Buckner 1 s tent Wilder became dis- 
armingly frank. He was not, he said, a military man at all, but he did 
want to ^ do the right thing. He had heard that Buckner was not only a 
professional soldier but an honest gentleman as well; and would Buckner 
now please tell him if, under the rules of the aame, it was Colonel 
Wilder 1 s duty to surrender or to fight it out? 

"Somewhat flabbergasted — he said later that he 'would not have deceived 
that man under those circumstances for anyt hing 1 — Buckner said 'Wilder 
would have to make his own decision. (He knew what a weight that was. 
Seven months earlier he had had to surrender Fort Done! son, his superi- 
ors having fled from responsibility , and when he sent a flag through 
the Yankee lines his old friend Grant had been merciless.) "Buckner 
pointed out that Wilder 1 s men were hemmed, in by six times their own 
numbers and that Bragg had enough artillery in line to destroy the fort 
in short order; at the same time, if the sacrifice of every man would 
aid the Pederai cause elsewhere it was Wilder 1 s duty to fight. . . . In 
the end, Buckner took him to see Bragg, who was curt with him but let 
him count the cannon in the Confederate works. Wilder counted enough 
to convince him that the jig was up, and at last he surrendered: a well- 
meaning but bewildered citizen-soldier who had gone to his enemy for 
professional advise and, all things considered/ had been fairly dealt 
with. 11 

C.R.E. 

Chapel Hill, H.C. 

eds note- John X. Wilder was a colorful individual, a leader in this 
community and a successful civilian soldier. The incident described 
above as "a strange little footnote" bears out the expression that the 
Civil War was the first modern one and the last romantic one. To both 
of these John Wilder subscribed. Kis introduction of the repeating 
Spencer rifle at Hoover 1 s Gap, so devastating to the Confederate forces, 
along with his equipping his Hatchet Brigade with that simple tool-are 
indicative of a modern war. Criticised for erecting his own monument 
at Chicauiauga and on another occasion for stealing horses - but it was 
war- nevertheless he was a leader and the whole story hasn't been told - 
particularly his as an "ironmonger 11 before arid after the war. He is 
buried at the foot of Lookout Mountain. 



~3~ 



Purther in this connect ion , members of the Indianapolis Civil w ar Round- 
table and friends here in Greensburg have contributed money for the 
erection of a tablet honoring the general. The site has not yet been 
determined. Here is an excellent opportunity for the Historical Society 
to participate in commemorating the name of one of Greensburg 1 s illus- 
trious soldiers . 



it it it it 



THIS AND THAT 

Mrs. Amanda Seftcn writes that she was delightfully surprised to find 
a reference and request for information on the Crura-Crume family cf 
Decatur County rs this is one of the families she is tracing. .. .The 
Society is especially pleased to welcome and add the new members to the 
roster - scattered as they are. The toponymy cf Decatur County has to 
Co with its physical and cultural features, in other words its place 
names. For example - 



Tub Creek is a small stream that rises North of and 
flows through New Point . It is a branch of Laughery 
Creek. There is a legend, that if you have ever 
waded in Tub Creek, you may leave but sometime you 
will return - perhaps not for long but you will return. 

Other place names to mention a few, and there are hundreds cf them, 
are - Biodingers Crossing, Richmond, Tarkec, Drydens lark, Oklahoma, 
Painter Creek hill, W inter sville, Harper, Madison Rc ad, Pompeys Pillar, 
Tarvia Road, Concord, etc. The subject of place names is a fascinating 
one and is closely related to geneology. Every crcssroad or hamlet, 
every stream or swamp has a story - its name and origin, location, post 
ofrxce or net, any event that occurred there, its legends and so on. 
rhis eo.it or wishes that members come forth with place names and the 
related stcry familiar to them. This cculd be a lasting contribution 
Co the lore of Decatur County and a source of information. 



MEMBERSHIP - Open tc everyone having an interest in history and his 
heritage. The annual dues are $1.00 each, payable in 
advance. The fiscal year ends Dec. 31. Please direct 
all applications and renewals to the Recording Secretary, 

BARLif BIRDS - It i s time again, for the EARLY BIRDS. The President 
suggests that you pay your 1970 membership fee at the 
tall meeting, in order that the Recording Secretary can 
hand you your new membership card at the dinner meeting, 
Object - to save postage! i I 



NaPOLEON - It is an old story that to go any place, you had tc start 
ircm Napoleon but until now we could not document it. It 
-Ppears that George was a bit naive in his description of 
early Hoosicr life., much I ike his brother Edward. 



1 
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St&S S.° lrlSter 1 £ Voungotcr - this U her story, tela fy 

between ^er 225 L as^-St^^^h^a^tSi?!? 0 ' 
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the Madame Von Cle^e" t-e nc :, as .^ ch formality. "And how is 

father answered an tlr S • 3aX I *** ' ancthl - r bow. My 

that a babylon^ Sd Arrived ^ V f* 7 Wel1 in ^ed and 

time to name the new bJK bo^f??!^^ • the ^ ener?1 come just in 

been given e n.ne ' " U ,M S1 * months old but who. had not 



The general was delighted and with another deep how took the infant 
injtc his arms, and with quite some solemnity spoke : - 
"Youngest man of the Von CI eve family and son of my esteemed friend 
John Von CI eve, I bestow upon you my full name - Marie Jean Paul Yves 
Roch Gilbert Du Metier, Marcuis De Lafayette/ 1 And at this point the 
General "bows" out of the story. The little boy who was held by 
Lafayette and named by him grew to raanhef d and lived to a ripe old age, 
but he never used his lone name - he was always known as Lafe Von CI eve 
For a time he resided in Greensbtirg. 

His sister, Rebecca Von CI eve Pulse was born December 3, 1823 in Ohio. 
The parents were John Von Clove and wife Jane Clar (IO? Mrs. Eulse 
died" June 20, 1913 in her home on. West North Street - aged 09 years, 
6 months and 17 days . 

Soo - this relator of tales, as told by Rebecca Von CI eve Pulse, has 
touched the hand that touched the hrnd of Lafayette. 

Remind me sometime, I do want to shake your hand. 

Jennie St arks McKee 
* * * * 



THE LAST MEETING 

Many members had the opportunity of riding a freight train for the 
first time. We are speaking c£ the train ride" sponsored by the RAILWAY 
MUSEUM at VJestport. A freight train as we know one, consists of a loco 
motive, fifty to a hundred box-cars and a caboose. This train consist e 
of a locomotive (dinkey) and a caboose. . . .John Hickman was the engineer 
and Joe E, Brown doubled as the conductor and narrator for the trip. 
Barbara W along a (girl friend) was the station agent and sold tickets. 
Other crew members were Raymond Tower, fireman, and Robert Smith was tfc 
rear flagman. Indiana lav/ r ecu ires a rear flagman. . . .Excursion rates 
for the round trip were in effect all day for members cf the Society... 
One of the girl passengers, it was observed, seeking a vantage point, 
cl imbed to the cupola (railroad, term) . Her ascent was easy - her desce 
was another matter, but with help she made it* . . .Owing to the condition 
of the track, slew orders were in effect most of the way, but then no- 
body was in a hurry an way. . . .Mileposts 237 and 23£ wore observed - 
miles to where nobody knows. But it is known, that Westport in its day 
was too Eastern terminal of this, the longest railroad in too United 
States - the C.M # 3t # £> # & Pacific Ry. . . .The" delay at Harper Valley was 
one of necessity ~ the engineer had to pump up" his air for the return 
trip - No i girls, the engine doesn't run on air - the air was for the 
air brakes, if you please. .. .There being no way, Engineer Hickman threw 
the throttle into reverse and. backed merrily ail of the way to Westport 
It was a delightful trip for one (me) , whe has for all of his life, 
been exposed to the railroad, one way or another. Enroute home the 
group stopped at CLD STONBY as guests of the William farkcrs and wore 
served iced tea and cookies to round cut the social hour. Here the 
warm hosoitality of the Parkers in their beautiful setting made for a 
fine climax to another go v d m&c~t i tag # President McCarele presided over 
a short bu s i n o s \ :> a o^cicn . 
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Tunnel Mill 



